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Mountain Divisions Fight Snow, Ice 


Heavy winter weather did not prevent our faithful Division Eight 
correspondent, Assistant Division Engineer J. H. Councill, from filing 
an up-to-date, humorous report on the situation in his mountain fast- 


ness. 
And here is his account: 


The weather has been the dominant source of news in the Eighth 
Division since the second of February. The groundhog saw his shadow 
and took full charge of the elements. And what a show he has been, 
and still is, putting on! Any doubts your reporter may have had about 


he knows his onions. 


the groundhog business have been dispelled. So far as I am concerned, 


For almost two weeks we have been in the grip of a snowstorm, 
ranging from five inches in Forsyth to 16 inches, or more in Alleghany, 
Ashe and Watauga. Accompanied by low temperatures and high winds 


Ns it has provided one of the longest 


periods of severe winter weather 


we have experienced in a long time. 

Maintenance forces have done a good job keeping the highways 
open, and although it has been impossible to keep all the county 
roads open because of snow drifts, they have opened all, at least 


<-> 


temporarily, where emergency sickness was reported. 

_ Writing from my Blue Ridge Mountain home in Boone, where 
winter is really winter, I am sorry to report that on this Sunday 
: night, March 2nd, there is no prospect of relief. In fact, I must 


confess it is the worst night we have had. 


has other plans. 


white-faced calves thrown in? 


J. H. COUNCILL. 


| PURCHASING 
a PROBLEMS 


BY W. G. REAVES 
Assistant Purchasing Agent 


In a recent report it is indicated 
that the current scare about a rise 
in living costs is badly exaggerated 
and the fear is not justified, the 
situation is not horrendous. 

The report stated that we are in 

he final phase of an inflationary 
Jeriod, and that there are still acute 
.shortages, and in such period of 
shortages anything can happen to 
particular prices. They can shoot 
suddenly up and later they can 
suddenly drop, but they do not 
necessarily indicate the trend for 
; prices in general. 

~ a Engineers Take Note 
; Engineering supplies such as tran- 
git rods, leveling rods, metallic tapes 
; _ cross-section paper are ,more 
1 at this time than in several 
, rs. | Large quantities are on or- 
c rith several panies, but 


Public schools, which have been closed in mountain counties for 
more than a week, were scheduled to reopen tomorrow, but from the 
way the wind is moving snow about just now I think the groundhog 


Anybody want to buy a good farm for half price, with a lot of 


Ill be seeing you when the birdies sing. 
Your snow-bound reporter, 


Croatan Ferries 
Join ‘The Fleet’ 


Raleigh — The State Highway 
Commission’s ‘Navy,’ a scattered 
flotilla of state-owned ferries ope- 
rating in Eastern North Carolina 
waters, has received two additional 
vessels. 


The two’ Diesel-driven Croatan 
Sound craft which have operated 
between Mann’s Harbor and Roa- 
noke Island under lease as regular 
links in the state highway system 
were purchased February 26 from 
Mrs. Tom Baum of Manteo, the 
owner, for $20,000. 

Chairman A. H. Graham said 
the ferries, established in 1931 as 
a private enterprise by the late 
Captain Baum, would continue to 
maintain scheduled service between 
the Dare county mainland and Roa- 
noke Island, site of the famed “Lost 
Colony” symphonic drama. 

He said the purchase included a 
landing slip at Mann’s Harbor and 


a dock at Roanoke Island. Captain 
-| Baum formerly operated the Alliga- 


(Continued on page three) 
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Commission Rejects Truckers’ Request ' 
For An Increase In Truck Load Limits 
Oo , 


Escaping Negroes 
Kill Camp Guard 


Hendersonville—George S. Bow- 
man, 53-year-old guard at the Hen- 
derson County Prison Camp No. 
1007, died here March 4 of gunshot 
wounds suffered the day before 
when three Negro prisoners escaped 
from a rock quarry near the camp. 

Bowman, a resident of Henderson 
county, was the first state prison 
guard to be killed by a prisoner 
since December 1939 when two 
death row inmates strangled Guard 
J. S. Chesser, 56-year-old retired 
Army sergeant, at Central Prison 
in Raleigh. The prisoners were later 
executed in the gas chamber. 

Guard Overpowered 

Supt. Dan Lyda of the Hender- 
son County camp said the three 
Negroes were working in the quarry 
when they suddenly rushed Guard 
Gordan Morgan, seized his .30 cali- 
bre rifle, fired on Bowman and fled 
into the woods. They were captured 
without resistance several hours 
later when they sought refuge in 
the home of John Lyda, brother of 
the Henderson camp superinten- 
dent. 

The prisoners, Grady Brown, 
J. C. Brooks and Thurman Jeffer- 
son Munn, were indicted for first 
degree murder by the Henderson 
County grand jury and are now in 
“safekeeping” cells at Central Pri- 
son at Raleigh awaiting trial in 
Henderson county. 

Brown, 27-year-old escapee from 
Virginia where he is wanted for 
sentences ranging from 15-20 years, 
was serving a five year term for 
larceny from Chatham county. 
Brooks 28 was serving seven years 
for larceny and receiving from 
Guilford county and Munn, 24, was 
serving life for second degree bur- 
glary from Cumberland county. 


. 


STATE PLANNING 


Washington, D. C.—Federal-aid 
and state highway projects with 
an estimated construction cost of 
$804,318,000 have been planned by 
the 48 states, District of Columbia, 
Hawaii and Puerto Rico, the Fed- 
eral Works Agency reports. 

Plans in the design stage for 
projects totalled $1,926,521,000 in 
estimated construction costs. 
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Raleigh—A request by commer- 
cial truckers for approval of a five 
percent tolerance increase in truck 
load limits was declined by the 
State Highway Commission when 
it met here in a busy session March 
8. 

The Petroleum Product Haulers 
Association asked the support of 
the Highway Commission for an 
amendment to the motor vehicle 
laws which would have granted 
trucks a five percent tolerance in 
gross weight over the 50,000 pound 
limit established during the war 
years. 

Commissioner Max Watson of the 
Ninth Division pointed out that the 
increase from 40,000 to 50,000 
pound limits was granted as a war- 
time emergency measure designed 
to assist war-time highway trans- 
portation. 

Secondary Roads Damaged 
Other commissioners agreed with 
Watson and also reported damages 
to newly-surfaced county roads and 
aged county road bridges by heavi- 
ly-loaded trucks. 

Chairman A. H. Graham said 
‘we should request the legislature 
to give us adequate legislation to 
determine the maximum weights to 
be carried on our secondary roads.” 

The Commission voted in favor 
of changing its method of arbitrat- 
ing claims of highway contractors. 
The new plan, if approved by the 
Legislature, would settle disputed 
claims by the appointment of a re- 
presentative by the Highway Com- 
mission, a representative by the 
contractor and a third member to 
be chosen by the two appointed 
members. The threeman board 
would replace the present required 
three-man committee of highway 
commissiondrs ‘appointed by the 
Chairman when it is necessary to 
hear contractor claims. Only three 
claims have been entered in the 
past 10 years. 

Old Ferry Claim Heard 

After hearing a resume of a 
claim by attorneys for the now 
defunct Edenton-Mackeys Ferry 
Company, the Commission declined 
to support any legislation which 
would reimburse W. A. Everett, 
Edenton business man who operat- 
ed the ferry company, the $17,208 
he asked as a settlement because 
highway bridges put his ferries out 

(Continued on page three) 
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OLD STUFF? 


iors THE SAME OLD STUFF — y 
AND JUST AS SLICK AS EVER: 


This little National Safety 
Council pen-and-ink lesson is 
the first of an interesting, in- 
formative series of cartoons 
to be published in future is- 
sues of this publication. 

Like the yawning workman 


above, some highway employ- 
ees say, “Ho hum, the same 


old stuff,” when they hear the 
highway department’s new 
safety campaign stressing the 
necessity for accident preven- 
tion. 

Accidents do NOT always 
happen to OTHER people. If 
safety is “the same old stuff,” 
then disregard of this “old 
stuff” may cause injury or 
death and the resulting lack 
of such “old stuff” as physical 


health and financial security. 
Yes, the careless and 


thoughtless remark of our lit- 


tle cartoon workman ranks 
high on the list of Famous 


Last Words. 


“What a pity human beings can’t 
exchange problems. Everyone knows 
exactly how to solve the other fel- 
low’s.”—Olin Miller. 

x * ** 

“Man blames Fate for other ac- 
cidents, but feels personally respon- 
sible when he makes a hole in one.” 
—Highways of Happiness. 
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EDITORIAL COMMENT 


MODERN ROADS? 


Speaking last week before 
the Institute of Government 
at Chapel Hill, Mr. Baise, the 
chief engineer of the State 
Highway Department, said 
that North Carolina now has 
‘one of the most obsolete and 
inadequate highway systems 
of any state in the nation.” 
He pointed out, also, that this 
condition is reflected in the 
mounting traffic hazards and 
declared that as soon as money 
is available the highway sys- 
tem must be modernized. 


From time to time The 
Daily Advance has ventured 
to point out the fact that 
North Carolina is driving 
1947-model automobiles on 
1922-model roads, and we 
have been mildly shushed in 
more than one quarter for 
spreading defeatist propagan- 
da calculated to shoo tourists 
away from here. But Mr. 
Baise is an authority, a very 
able engineer, and a very in- 
telligent man, if we may count 
intelligence as an ability to re- 
cognize and admit a fact. 

Now and then we encounter 
a 1922-model automobile still 
chugging along the roads, and 
the disposition of most of us 
is to laugh at the thing. But 
it is not possible to laugh at 
the spectacle of a sleek, 1947- 
model vehicle making its way 
along a road that was built 
for a model that is mostly a 
memory. 

Vintage automobiles, good 
as they were in their day, were 
built to attain speeds of 40 
miles an hour, and it is a poor 
vehicle currently produced 
that will not do 100 miles—if 
it could find a road upon which 
to extend itself. 

There are, of course very- 
ing definitions of what is a 
modern highway, and the an- 
swer will depend, in the long 
run, on the demands of traffic, 
with such questions as width 


and the capacity to bear 


weight. 


in most parts of North Caro- 
lina, there is very little of 
highway that can be called 
completely modern. When that 
fact is recognized, as Mr. 
Baise has recognized it, we 
will be at the beginning of do- 
ing something about it. 
—ELIZABETH CITY ADVANCE. 


DEMOCRATIC 

The state highway commis- 
sion is doing its best to keep 
the roads in good condition, 
insofar as man-power and 
equipment will permit. It is 
plainly evident that the com- 
mission can not give as much 
attention to a road that serves 
only half a dozen or so fami- 
lies as it does to a road that 
serves several times that num- 
ber. The commission works on 
the basis of doing the greatest 
good to the greatest number 
of people. That is the demo- 
cratic way. The commission 
will respond to any reasonable 
request for road improve- 
ments. 

—GASTONIA GAZETTE 


Do You Know? 


1. In what American city is it 
planned that a canal will contribute 
to the solution of transportation 
problems? 

2. Five representative American 
highway users are the following: 
(1) the average motorist, (2) the 
average doctor, (3) the average 
farmer, (4) the average traveling 
salesman, (5) the average wage- 
earner. Match these montorist with 
the following annual mileages of 
travel: (a) 7.600 miles, (b) 18,800 
miles, (c) 8,100 miles, (d) 13,000 
miles, (e) 5,750 miles. 

8. What is the main factor in tire 
wear? 

4. Some of the states are seeking 
an expansion of their areas. How 
do they plan to bring this about? 

5. The first toll bridge erected in 
the United State was built in colo- 
nial days in 1654 by Richard Thud- 
low across the Newbury River at 
Rowley, Mass. How many toll bri- 
dges are there in the United States 
today? How much do they take in 
annually? 

6. War-torn countries are making 
industrial comebacks. What coun- 


tries have recently begun exporting, 


automobiles again? 
(From Better Roads.) 


Hee! in the Albemarle, and| (For Answers, See Page oy 
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Today’s. Chuckles 


plain words what’s the matter with 
me.” 

“In plain words,” said the doctor, 
“vou’re just plain. lazy.” 

‘Oh thank you, doctor,” and he 
sighed with relief. “Now give me 
an impressive and scientific name 
for it, so I can go home and tell my 
wife.” 

* * * 

For several hours the expectant 
father tramped the maternity ward 
corridor. When at last the nurse 
brought him the news that it was a 
girl, he sank into a chair and mop- 
ped his brow. 

“Thank God, it’s a girl. ’d never 
want a son of mine to go through 
with what I have today.” 


cd * * 

“So you lost your poor husband. 
I’m so sorry. How did it happen?” 

“He was keelt by a weasel.” 

“Killed by a weasel? That’s very 
unusual. How did it happen?” 

‘Is driving hotomobil. Is com- 
meng too railroad crossing. Deedn’t 
hear no weasel.” 

* * * 

A friend called upon a guest at 
a hotel, knocked, and asked him to 
open the door. 

“Can’t; door’s locked,” the voice 
within announced. 

“Well, unlock it!” 

Can’t, have no key.” 

“Great Scott, man! What will 
you do if there is a fire? 

“Can’t go!” 

* * * 

“Daddy,” asked the minister’s lit- 
tle daughter, ‘why do you bow your 
head when you go into the pulpit?” 

“I am asking God to help me 
preach a good sermon,” replied the 
minister. 


“But daddy,” pursued the child 


“why doesn’t he ever do it?” 
x * 

Two blondes were arrested for 
causing a disturbance at a ball 
game. A newspaper headed the 
story: “Bleachers Go Wild.” 

* * a 


A sweet young gal breezed into 
a florist shop and looked over th 
shelves for something she wanted 
Then she saw an old chap puttering 
over a plant in the corner and went 
over to him. 

“Have you any Passion Poppy?” 
she inquired. 

The old boy looked up in surprise. 

“Gol ding it!” he exclaimed. “You 
just wait ’til I get veces prunin’ 
this lily. Pay 

(= * . 
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O@rravel On Rural 
f €) Roads Increases 
Washington, D. C. — Travel on 


rural roads during 1946 rose to an 
4 
: 


miles from a wartime low of 101 
billion miles, the Public Roads Ad- 
ministration has announced. 


The volume of travel exceeded 
the pre-war peak in 1941 by ap- 
proximately 200 million miles, and 
was largely due to considerable 
gains in western states where an 
increase of approximately 20 per- 
cent was recorded. 

Rural travel in the central states 
was 0.6 percent greater and in the 
eastern states 9.6 percent less than 
in 1941. 

Urban Traffic Heavier 

The rising trend in rural travel 
was accompanied by reports of 
. traffic increases in urban areas in 
i 1946. Comparative figures for city 
q travel in 1941 were not availble, 
\ but traffic counts made in seven 
large cities in December, 1946, 
showed the following percentage 
; increases over traffic volumes in 
December, 1945: Chicago, 30.3 per 
cent; Columbus, Ohio, 22.8 per cent; 
Detroit, 4.5 per cent; Duluth, 3.3 
per cent; St. Louis, 23.6 per cent; 
Santa Fe, 32.4 per cent; Washing- 
ton, D. C., 21.5 per cent. 

Motor vehicles consumed approxi 

mately 25,200,000,000 gallons of 
gasoline during 1946, an increase 
of about 4 per cent above the pre- 
vious high record of 24,200,000,000 
‘ gallons in 1941. 
\ Approximately 27,500,000 pri- 
vately-owned automobiles were re- 
gistered in 1946. This was 2,000,- 
000 fewer than the number of re- 
gistrations in 1941. Truck registra- 
tions, on the other hand, increased 
from 4,859,244 in 1941 to an all- 
time high of approximately 5,500,- 
000 in 1946. 


all-time high of 170 billion vehicle- 


: 
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CROATAN FERRIES 


ide - 


(Continued from page one) 

gf tor River ferry which was suspend- 

% ed from service during the war 
years. 

33) The Oregon Inlet ferry, connect- 
ing two sections of the Outer Banks, 
is the only remaining state-leased 
ferry not owned out-right by the 


| Highway Commission. 

: AUTO TAXES INCREASE 
ta 

"4 Washington, D. C.—Collections 
ik of Federal automotive excise taxes 


hit an all-time high in 1946, accord- 
ing to the Bureau of Internal Re- 
| venue. The 1946 amount was $898,- 
| 
’ 


431,411, which marked a 5.9 percent. 
|neers Society. 


ie inerease over 1945 collections. 
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JANUARY ACCIDENT RECORD 


TOTAL 

UNIT ACCIDENTS 
Fourth Division 4 
Eighth Division 9 
Sixth Division 12 
First Division 14 
Second Division 9 
Seventh Division 9 
Ninth Division 18 
Fifth Division 6 
Bridge Mte. Dept. 10 
Tenth Division 21 
Third Division 14 
Eleventh Division 4 

ALL UNITS 130 


LOST TIME 
INJURIES 


FREQUENCY 
THIS MONTH 
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*__Includes one permanent total disability. 
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Raleigh—There were 40 percent 
more accident cases reported in the 
Highway Commission during 1946 
than in 1945, and the actual cost of 
compensation and medical attention 
increased 111 percent. 

According to a summary com- 
piled by Safety Director James P. 
Dodge from Industrial Commission 
statistics, there were 430 cases in 
1945. The cost of compensation and 
medical care increased from $82,- 
934 to $69,579, and lost time in- 
ereased from 15,809 to 41,589 days. 

Four Major Causes 

Four causes account for 70 per- 
cent of all injuries each year. They 
are: (1) handling objects, (2) 
hand tools, (8) motor vehicle opera- 
tion, and (4) operation of ma- 
chines. 

The most serious accidents dur- 
ing 1946 resulted from the opera- 
tion of motor vehicles, and this 
cause was credited with the great- 
est cost and loss of time. 

Dodge said that handling objects 
and the use of hand tools caused 
almost half of the total number of 
injuries last year, but he pointed 
out that these accidents accounted 
for a relatively small loss in money 
and time. Injuries from the opera 
tion of machines average about 15 
percent of total cases and about 10 
percent of cost. 


HUTCHINSON DIES 


Raleigh—George Willis Hutchin- 
son, prominent North Carolina en- 
gineer who organized the Highway 
Commission’s first testing depart- 
ment in the early 1920s, died here 
March 10. 

A representative of the Gray 
Concrete Pipe Company for the 


| past several years, Hutchinson was 


instrumental in the founding of the 
North Carolina Masonry Associa- 


tion and was secretary of this or- 


ganization at his death. He was an 
active member of the Raleigh En- 
gineers Club and the N. C. Engi- 
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COMMISSION REJECTS 


(Continued from page one) 
of business. 

J. K. Wilson and John H. Hall, 
Elizabeth attorneys who spoke for 
Everett, said the state had a “moral 
obligation” to reimburse Everett 
for the loss of his business when 
the erection of the Chowan River 
bridge in 1927 and the Albemarle 
River bridge later removed the 
necessity for operating ferries from 
Edenton to Mackeys and across the 
Chowan River near Edenton. 

A three-man commission investi- 
gated the company’s claim in 1938, 
the attorneys said, and recommend- 


‘ed that a settlement of $17,208 be 


made. The 1939 Legislature, how- 
ever, defeated a bill recommending 
such a payment. 

Aerial Survey Bill 

A proposed bill which would per- 
mit an intensive aerial survey of 
North Carolina, with the Highway 
Commission paying one-fourth of 
the costs, the Department of Con- 
servation one-fourth and the Fed- 
eral Government onehalf, was ap- 
proved by the Commission. The 
Commission’s share of the costs 
would be an estimated $100,000. 

Confirming the awarding of pro- 
jects in the January 30 letting, the 
highway board awarded the Jones, 
Person and Anson projects in the 
February 25 letting. The Pitt and 
Ashe projects were rejected and 
the Alamance project was held in 
abeyance for further study. 

An addition of 79.68 miles of 
rural roads to the state county road 
system was approved from the 182 
.03 requested from over the state. 
Speed zones on US 70 and 29 in the 
vicinity of Greensboro were ap- 
proved, and a parking area on the 
old Salisbury highway near Wins- 
ton-Salem was designated. 

Surveys were ordered for For- 
syth, Caldwell, Wilkes and Surry 
counties. 

The next highway commission 
meeting will be held March 27. 
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February Escape 
Record Improves 


Raleigh — Twenty-six prisoners 
escaped and 28 were captured dur- ' 
ing the month of February, Prison 
Director Clyde O. Robinson an- 
nounced, as compared with 36 es- 
capes and 33 captured in February 
1946. 

Ratings for February 17-28 were: 

Three Stars 
(No Escapes) 

Central Prison, Woman’s Prison 
and all others with the exception 
of the following. | 

Two Stars : 
(One Escape) 

Richmond 1706, Cabarrus 702, 
Sampson 308, Cumberland 304, 
Durham 503, Moore 606, Catawba 
903, Caldwell 803. 

One Star 
(Two Escapes) 


None. 
Non-Star 
(More Than Two Escapes) 
Rockingham 509. 


Outdoor Facts | 


Old groundhog holes make the : 
best shelters for rabbits during the : 
wintertime for they show relatively | 
little variation in temperature. 

* * * 

The Chesterfield of birds is the 
great blue heron. To his middle 
claw is attached a small comb, with 
which to preen his feathers. 

* * bo 

Ducks can rotate each wing sepa- 

rately and fly straight upward in 


a spiral. 


* * 


The grebe is a bird contortionist. 
It lifts its legs out of the water, 
shakes the moisture from them, 
then folds them over the back, un- 
der its wings. 


SAFETY MEETING 

Raleigh—The quarterly meeting 
of the Mid-State Safety Council 
held here February 28 was attend- 
ed by Safety Director James P. 
Dodge, Traffic Engineer R. A. 
Burch and Director of Public Re- 
lations E. L. Rankin, Jr. 

Col. H. J. Hatcher of the State 
Highway Patrol was among the 
principal speakers. 


BURCH PREPARES ARTICLE 
The February issue of TRAF- 
FIC ENGINEERING contains an 
article on “Through-Traffic and 
Trip Purposes in North Carolina” 
prepared by James S. Burch, engi- 
neer of statistics and planning. 

The article is a study of the seven 
origin-destination surveys complet- 
ed in Reidsville, Goldsboro, Raleigh, 
Durham, Greensboro, Winston- 
Salem and Charlotte. — 
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15 Road Projects 
Receive Low Bids 
Of $2,521,665.05 


Raleigh—Low bids on 15 high- 
way projects let here February 25 
involving 70 miles of road work 
totalled $2,521,665.05, Chairman 
A. H. Graham announced. 

The estimated cost of the projects 
had been $2,775,000. There was 
brisk bidding at the letting, with 
85 individual bids received on the 
projects. 

The projects and low bidders 
were: 


Federal Aid 

Camden—Grading, surfacing and struc- 
tures of 4.55 miles on NC 348 from a point 
southeast of Old Trap northwest to Bray’s 
corner three miles east of Shiloh and from 
a point southeast of Shawboro southeast 
to a point approximately three miles east 
of Shiloh, Ames & Wells, Inc., Norfork, 
Va., $180,571.50. 

Camden—Grading, reinforcement, sand 
asphalt base, surfacing and structures of 
6.46 miles on NC 343 from a point six miles 
southeast of Dismal Swamp Canal bridge 
southeast to US 158, roadways, Nello L. 
Teer Co., Durham, $161,657.00; structures, 
BE. P. Brinkley, Raleigh, $23,378.00. 

Jones—Grading, sand asphalt base, sur- 
facing and structures of 12.31 miles from 
a point approximately three miles northwest 
of the intersection with US 17 northwest 
towards Caswell to a point near Sasser’s 
Mill; roadways, Dickerson Company, Mon- 
roe, $200,869.20; structures, E. P. Brinkley, 
Raleigh, $82,495.80. 

Sampson—Grading, reinforcement, con- 
erete paving and structures of 3.08 miles on 
the relocation of US 701 around Clinton; 
F. D. Cline Const. Co., Raleigh, $216,986.20. 

Wilson—Grading, concrete paving and 
structures of 3.33 miles on US 301 between 
a@ point approximately 5.34 miles west of 
Wilson and Wilson; roadways, F. D. Cline 
Const. Co., Raleigh, $279,992.00 ; structures, 
Sanford Const. Co., Sanford, $58,790.40. 

Bladen—Grading, surfacing and struc- 
tures of 4.89 miles from NC 211 in Council 
to NG 87 at Carver’s Zeigler-Cline Const. 
Co., Fayetteville, $68,055.00. 

Person—Grading of 2.20 miles from a 
point on US 501 in Roxboro from south of 
the intersection with NC 57 north to the in- 
tersection of NC 49 with US 501, Nello L. 
Teer Co., $107,432.00. 

Alamance—Grading, surfacing and struc- 
tures of 3.43 miles from a point approxi- 
mately 14 miles south of Graham to the 
Chatham county line; E. W. Grannis Co., 
Fayetteville, $135,976.90. 

Orange-Person—Grading, surfacing and 
structures of 5.77 miles from 8 point ap- 
proximately 10 miles east of Hillsboro 
northeast to US 501; W. W. Tuck & Sons, 
Virgilina, Va., $143,481.15. 

Moore—Grading, reinforcement, sand as- 
phalt base, surfacing and structures of 2.88 
miles on three sections of US 1, 15-501 and 
NC 211 in and around Aberdeen; roadways, 
Blythe Bros. Co., Charlotte, $170,034.90; 
structures, F. A. Triplett, Inc., Chester, 
S. C., $80,789.20. 

Anson—Grading, reinforcement and con- 
crete paving of 8.31 miles on US 74 from 
a point approximately 2.99 miles east of 
Wadesboro toward the Pee Dee River 
bridge, Ballenger Paving Co., Greenville, 
S. C., $817,068.60. 

Ashe—Grading, surfacing and structures 
of 4.57 miles on NC 16 from a point ap- 
proximately 8.6 miles southeast of Jefferson 
towards Jefferson; W. E. Graham & Sons, 
Cleveland, $186,858.00. 

State Betterment 

Orange—Grading and surfacing of 1.0 


NORTH CAROLINA HIGHWAYS & PUBLIC WORKS 


RECORD TRAFFIC 

Raleigh—Rural highway traf- 
fic in North Carolina during 
February continued at an all- 
time high volume, James S. Burch, 
engineer of statistics and plan- 
ning, reported. 

Approximately 43,834 vehicles 
passed the Commission’s 20 full- 
time traffic recording stations on 
an average day last month, Burch 
reported, as compared with the 
previous record figure of 41,876 
in February 1946. The pre-war 
1940 figure was 35,940. 

“The state’s all-time high motor 
vehicle registration, a favorable 
situation in agriculture, fairly 
good weather for February and 
elements of inflation contributed 
to the record traffic movement,” 
he said. 


PURCHASING PROBLEMS 


(Continued from page one) 
requirements. 

Two of our sources of supply are 
now out on strike and we are ad- 
vised that it is indefinite when pro- 
duction will resume. It is, there- 
fore, most urgently suggested that 
all engineers and field forces con- 
serve these scarce items to the 
fullest extent. 

Clothing Supply Improves 

It is indicated that a better sup- 
ply of medium priced men’s shirts 
and cotton underwear will arrive 
sometime this spring, and the 


quality will be much improved. Also, 


stocks of suits will not meet the 
demands before fall at the earliest. 
Pipe Remains Scarce 

Industrial and Mill supplies are 
slowly on the uptrend in deliveries. 
Items such as valves, tees, elbows, 
nipples, bushing, pipe caps, etc., 
are more easily obtained now than 
in recent months; however, the 
supply is not too abundant. Gal- 
vanized pipe and soil pipe of all 
sizes are still on the critical list. 

Firm-Price Bids Increase 

A greatly reduced use of price 
escalator clauses, by bidders, is a 
very definite sign of improved pro- 
duction on many items. More num- 
erous offers of firm-price quota- 
jons for nearby deliveries and ex- 
tending for longer periods are de- 
finitely on the increase now. More 


miles on a county road from the junction 
with US 70 west of NC 751 to the junction 
with US 70 east of Hillsboro, Nello L. Teer 
Co., $109,072.20. 

Pitt—Sand asphalt surfacing of 8.60 miles 
on US 264 0.5 miles west of Greenville 
northwest through Arthur to NC 121 at a 
point 1.2 miles north of Farmville, Brown 
Paving Co., Charlotte, $64,863.00. 

Lenoir—Sand asphalt surfacing of 3.63 
miles on a county road from Hull Road to 
Kinston Airport Road, and from a point 
in Kinston north along Mitchell Heritage 


Street to city limits, Barrus Const. Co., 


Kinston, $82,294.00. 


Pa me. ae 


ANSWERS TO 
‘DO YOU KNOW?’ 

1. In New Orleans, La.; but it will 
be by closing a 12-mile-long canal 
running from Lake Pontchartrain 
to the heart of the city and using 
the 300-ft. right-of-way for railway 
tracks and a superhighway. 

2. The average American motorist 
travels 8,100 miles a year. The aver- 
age traveling salesman drives 18,- 
800 miles a year, the average doctor 
13,000 miles, the average wage- 
earner 7,600 miles and the average 
farmer 5,750 miles. 

8. Speed is the main factor in tire 
wear, research sonducted by the 
Iowa Engineering Experiment sta- 
tion has shown. On the most highly 
abrasive surface, rates of wear at 
65 m. p. h. were found to be as much 
as four times those at 35 m. p. h. 

4. Some of the Great Lakes states 
would like to have total water areas 
included as part of the areas used 
in computing federal-aid highway 
allocations, and a bill to that effect 
has been introduced in congress. If 
adjoining water areas were thrown 
in, Michigan, for example, would 
benefit by some $1,500,000 in each 
year of the post-war federal-aid 
highway program. 

5. Today there are upwards of 
240 toll bridges in 38 of the 48 
states; their annual revenue was 
$60,000,000 in pre-war days. About 
half of the country’s toll bridges 
are operated by public authorities. 

6. France and England particul- 
ary. Rehabilitation of the French 
automotive industry has progressed 
to the extent that 50 automobiles 
a month are reaching Brazil, form- 
erly partly a United States market. 
In May, 5,600 British automobiles 
went abroad; each month has seen 
an increase of 1,000 export auto- 
mobiles from Britain. 


bidders are now quoting on firm- 
price basis than in recent months 
and we are encourging this to the 
fullest extent, accepting such firm- 
price bids in lieu of bids with es- 
calator clauses, when too much dif- 
ferential in price is not involved. 
Buyers’ Market Ahead 


A switch from the sellers’ to a 
buyers’ market is predicted in the 
near future in a recent article 
which said that: “while prices have 
continued to advance, the over-all 
effect on industrial commodities is 
very slight. Buyers report markets 
are stabilizing and prices generally 
seem to have passed their peak. 
Supply is catching up with de- 
mand; more salesmen are calling; 
competition is developing rapidly in 
many lines.” 

The moron forgot his ke 
ran around the house unti 
all in. . 
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way department landscape engineer, 
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Fifth Division ad 


Nineteen employees attended the 
construction meeting in Raleigh 
February 28. They were Division 
Engineer T. A. Burton, Assistant 
Division Engineer J. W. Jenkins, 
P. L. Welch, W. S. Sizer, R. L. 
Hickerson, T. G. Morton, R. H. 
Martindale, H. W. Miller, T. C. 
Grogan, J. B. Taylor, C. T. Fraley, 
E. B. Gibbs, J. O. Lambeth, R. R. 
Greason, G. P. Hogan, C. C. Pain- 
ter, H. M. Spain, H. W. Clark, J. T. 
Bullard. 


Division Roundup 


Sixth Division 

Division Engineer L. E. Whit- 
field and Assistant Division Engi- 
neer T. G. Poindexter headed a 
group of 21 division employees at- 
tending the construction meeting in 
Raleigh February 28. Others were: 
J. H. Fuller, H. M. Nicholson, A. E. 
Hamilton, W. T. Smith, Fred H. 
Beck, R. G. Southall, J. B. Graham, iy 
T. R. Craft, R. P. Dowtin, O. D. BS 
Rentz, C. C. McBryde, D. G. Allen, 
P. I. Grimes, R. G. Shepherd, E. C. 
Darden, A. J. Hughes, S. R. Cur- 
rin, W. H. Northcutt, G. R. Allen. ’ 

Seventh Division 

Thirty-two division employees 
went to Raleigh February 28 for ~ 
the construction meeting there. The 
group included Assistant Division 
Engineer M. E. Beatty, J. A. Ken- 
nedy, Miles Annas, Douglas Moss, 
F. W. Westerlund, J. L. Cochran, 
J. L. Pressley, W. H. Manley, F.B. | 
Kirk, J. G. Bright, E. M. Finison, 
J. T. Lowe, J. R. Long, M. A. Lut- 
her, H. M. Lilly, J. H. White, G. R. 
Wallin, A. L. Gray, H. W. Benton, 
Craig Jarman, F. L. McDonald, 
J. -G. Hall; *€.) N. Bruton, <G. 3 Soeee 
Stricklandj’ J: 7H. (Kimen@2 7 Ape 
Bowen, A. M. Buchanan, W. A. 
Little, J. C. Gwin, R. G. Holden, 
T. V. Staton, Jr., R. K. Jewell. a 


BRANT REELECTED 


Raleigh—Frank H. Brant, high- 


was reelected secretary-treasurer 
of the Raleigh Engineers Club here — 
March 10. George B. Cherry, state 


superintendent of building and N 
grounds, was elected president. 3 
i 


A resolution was edoows 


former testing enorme ere 
highway department, 
earlier the same day. _ 


